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BACKGROUND
•

Community Cohesion with Tower Hamlets Schools

•

Funded – TH Strategy, Policy and Partnerships Service (second cycle)

•

Small scale local projects to engage the community, through the lens of
the UN SDGs

•

Handbook

•

Funded again 2017-2018 – “Work more closely with young people and
schools in looking at cohesion issues and addressing these through
school projects, youth centres and community organisations’.

•

Evaluation (2nd cycle)

REACHING OUT TO SCHOOLS
The project is completely free
Project focus chosen by pupils and they build a project
around this in
partnership with a local community partner/organization
Teacher facilitates but students lead on the actions.

Meet other schools – peer to peer

SCHOOLS IN THE PROJECT
16 signed up
12 completed the whole year from KS1 – KS4
75% completed the project

Students directly involved - 5 – 20 per school
Wider project - from 90 pupils to parents,
whole school, partner school,

local community and community groups

STUDENT ACTIVITY 1 & 2
‘THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY’
a.

How equal is your local area for all the different people living there?

b.

How fair is your local area for all the people living there?

DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH COMMUNITY ISSUES
1. Problems: What makes our local community/area unequal/unjust?
2. Solutions: What might help this? How could this solution be put into place?
3. Obstacles: What barriers might there be to overcome this?
4. Evaluation: To what extent could this be overcome?
Both activities adapted from Parliamentary Education Service Opening and Closing Activities ‘Diversity, Equality and the Law
the in the UK www.parliament.uk/education

STUDENT ACTIVITY 2

IDEAS FOR SOLUTIONS
Visiting the elderly, free skills training, job creation,
affordable housing, provide homeless shelters, tree
planting, electric cars, food banks, raising
awareness, newsletters, adverts, facts, working with
charities, education, grow vegetable, campaigning
against homelessness, turn off car engines, write to
your MP, parents and pupils work together, equal
pay, pedestrian zones, promoting all religions as
equal, don’t blame other religions for problems, anti
bullying strategies and councillors, ban zero hours
contracts and pay the national minimum living
wages.

STUDENT ACTIVITY 3
WHAT MAKES A GOOD COMMUNITY?

http://toolkit.risc.org.uk/collection/what-makes-a-good-community/ A toolkit of activities to measure attitudinal change

PROJECTS

PROJECT AIMS – IN THEIR WORDS!

PUPIL FEEDBACK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playing puzzles with them/ Playing fun games/
Everyone listened to me
I think it brung the community together
Gave a chance to meet new people
Finding out things/ Learning about our community
Asking questions to elderly/ Meeting people that help the community
Having meetings/ Planning/ Creating the project make it happen
We came up with an idea
To listen to different opinions/ Listening to other school councillors.
Sharing our idea of a project with other schools/ Communicating/
It made me think / It made me appreciate what I have
It helped our community in a good way

WHAT MAKES A GOOD COMMUNITY?
Support and infrastructure:
Good schools/ Good roads/ no homeless people/ recycling/clean
Environment/Equality/ Fairness /Equal rights
Community Action:
To help the homeless more/ Helping poor people/ people helping more/
looking after the elderly/ Helping people if they were hurt /Helping people
Qualities and behaviours
Respect, Kindness /everyone being kind to one another/To be kind more
Tranquillity / Endless harmony
Community action, cooperation and participation:
A leader/ People Working together / Share ideas in whole group/ People
listening to people/ Being together/ Friendship/ Meeting others /Coming up
with a project

TEACHERS’ RESPONSES
adaptability, awareness, flexibility, initiative,
commitment, resilience, planning,
engagement, keenness, concern, problem
solving, partnership working, communication
skills, wanting to make a difference, maturity,
capability, confidence at public speaking to
different audiences, listening to and valuing
opinion of each other, understanding local
issues and applying knowledge to the wider
world.

SURPRISES!
The level of maturity and capability of our smaller
members – year 2 especially”

“Their ability to maintain the project no matter what,
week in week out, regardless of my availability – they
have made it part of their routine”
“How engaged they were. How concerned they were
about issues in the local community and how they
wanted to make a difference. Also about taking the
project to the wider world”
“Resist the urge to interject and see what happens. Especially
when they are going off track. Wait and see. Don’t jump in. You
may well see benefits or else no harm done.”

KEY FINDINGS – TEACHERS
Jan 18: I am quite confident in the principles and have a good understanding of how it
should work, however so far with the time restrictions plus the age of the children being
young have found it difficult not to chip in a bit more than I know I should.
Jul 18: Over the course of the project it has become easier to take back seat and put in
place measures to allow the children to be at the centre of the decision making.
Jan 18: At the moment I feel like I give a lot of support and direction to my students to help
them become more independent and proactive. It makes me feel very happy, but I would
like them to be able to run the project independently
Jul 18: I feel I’m still supporting the children but they have started supporting each other
and feeding off each other more.

