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We don’t see things as they are, 
we see them as we are. 

Anais Nin (1903-1977)
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Exercise
Issues in society

What are the issues/concerns/worries in or about society?

What values would be most desirable for resolving these?

Lifeworlds Learning

If education is always to be conceived along 
the same antiquated lines of mere 
transmission of knowledge, there is little to 
be hoped from it in the bettering of man’s 
future.  For what is the use of transmitting 
knowledge if the individual’s total 
development lags behind?

Maria Montessori 1949

Cause for hope…
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Competency: (n) suitability, fitness, ability, 
capacity, sufficiency, proficiency, or may refer more 
specifically to legal power or capacity. 

Origin: (L) latin competere meaning ‘to come 
together’ from com - together, and petere - to 
seek, strive after.  Earliest use ‘rivalry’ c.1590

…reason for caution

Lifeworlds Learning

The significance of frames

What’s left in?            What’s left out?
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Frames 

Reinforced through 
repeated engagement 

Shape thinking and 
responses

Relate to how we see 
the world day to day.

Deep Frames 

Transferable across 
situations – more like 
worldviews, narratives or 
even ideologies. 

Relate to situations and 
lived experience. 

Lifeworlds Learning

The significance of frames

Unless we improve the way in which we support young 
people to think more globally, through teaching in schools, 
the UK is in danger of being left behind by emerging 
economies such as China, India and Brazil...

We cannot afford to let our education system fail young 
people and hinder the economy by failing to teach them to 
think globally... 

A globally aware generation of school leavers will help to 
ensure that the UK economy can continue to compete in 
the world.



9/25/16 

5 

Lifeworlds Learning

Re-writing the frame…

Values are essential...

Oversimplification of complex knowledge is a significant
contributing factor to many examples of learning failure…

or reinforcing it?
The process by which individuals learn to value human
dignity and cultural diversity is complex … Evaluating how
much students care about and cherish the values of
human dignity and cultural diversity is beyond the
scope of this PISA assessment… 

Lifeworlds Learning

Turning to values …
What is education for? (2011-12): UK, India

Leading Through Values (2012-13): UK

Learning Through Values (2011 – present): UK, China

Common Cause (2011 – present): UK

Values in Education/Learning (2010 – present): UK, 
Australia, USA, India, Singapore, China, South Africa, New 
Zealand… 

MA module - Learning Through Values for Development 
and Change (2016 - ): UK and global
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Invisible ink…

Learning Through Values:  Thinking about values
Lifeworlds Learning
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Learning Through Values:  Thinking about values
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Learning Through Values:  Thinking about values
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Learning Through Values:  Thinking about values
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Learning Through Values:   Thinking about values

 

Roots of the Dynamic Structure of Value Relations 

It is quite amazing that the structure of relations among values is common to all human 

societies we have studied. Why is this so? Thus far, we have suggested one dynamic 

principle that organizes the structure of values: congruence and conflict among the values 

that are implicated simultaneously in decisions. Figure 2 suggests additional principles.8  

 

 

Figure 2. Dynamic underpinnings of the universal value structure 

 

A second principle is the interests that value attainment serves. Values in the top 

panel of Figure 2 (power, achievement, hedonism, stimulation, self-direction) primarily 

regulate how one expresses personal interests and characteristics. Values in the bottom 

panel (benevolence, universalism, tradition, conformity, security) primarily regulate how 

                                                
8  The value theory specifies the order of the 10 values. Figures 1 and 2  both show this  order, but 

each orients the circle differently. Rotation of the value circle does not affect the meaning of the 
structure. 

13

Schwartz: An Overview of the Schwartz Theory of Basic Values

Produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 2011
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Learning Through Values:  Leadership and Culture


